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i On 16 Jwmuary 1947 the Saudl Arabian Legdion relsmsed the following statewsnt:

"Certaln newspepers of Syrie mnd Lebanon hevs published information
sccording to which His Highuess, Prince Faygal. would be a candidste
for_ the e?mg of Syris. The Government of Seudi Arabie osmtegoriocelly

enles thls report. and again reaffirue that His Majesty King Ibm Sa‘ud
and his govarrmmmt will take care to respect the indspsndence of 3Jyrie
and Lebanofn, an independence which is recognized by the Kingdom of
Jeudi ‘rabia and the other Arsb countries. ®s well ss by Great Britmi.
angd the United States.

confirmed by the pact or the Lolg\m or _Arab :..Atwna. -nd ho 1; opposge -
to any polioy which tends to modify this status.”

3. The Saudi Arabian Chargd ¢'Affaires in Beirut, Sa'id Bay Rashshesh, is reo-
ported %o have sald that, although King 'Abd al-Azis (Ibn 8a'ud) has never
liked tho idsa of the uccession of one of hia sons to the throne of Syria.
8t.111l it woulqd be in the interests of peace in Arab 1snce
vows: by naviig 8 Ssudd Arzbien Kifﬁ af Svris.

4: FPusd Pesha Khatib, Seudi Arsbien propegendist. is seid to have stated thst
oertaln Syrian officials {one of whom was President Quwwatli) had been
sounded cut on the subject of Payssl's candidany for the throne of Syria.
Acrording to Ehatib. their reoception of this idea was distinctly cool, sad
he cleimed that the mattoer had been dropped. ‘
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